Provided for them out of their resources
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 18 (Lk 8,1-3)

Service to the Gospel, for those who dedicate their whole life to it, must be thought of as a true employment contract. We work for the Father, the Father provides for us. St. Paul, for reasons of credibility and freedom, renounces the right to be helped by the community: “Who ever serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating its produce? Or who shepherds a flock without using some of the milk from the flock? Am I saying this on human authority, or does not the law also speak of these things? If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we still more? Yet we have not used this right. On the contrary, we endure everything so as not to place an obstacle to the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who perform the temple services eat [what] belongs to the temple, and those who minister at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord ordered that those who preach the gospel should live by the gospel. I have not used any of these rights, however, nor do I write this that it be done so in my case. I would rather die. Certainly no one is going to nullify my boast. If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it! If I do so willingly, I have a recompense, but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my recompense? That, when I preach, I offer the gospel free of charge so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.” (1Cor 9,7-18). When his credibility is not exposed to any risk or danger, Paul also allows himself to be helped. 

Everything is subordinate to the Gospel: “I rejoice greatly in the Lord that now at last you revived your concern for me. You were, of course, concerned about me but lacked an opportunity. Not that I say this because of need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I find myself, to be self-sufficient. I know indeed how to live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need. I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. You Philippians indeed know that at the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, not a single church shared with me in an account of giving and receiving, except you alone. For even when I was at Thessalonica you sent me something for my needs, not only once but more than once. It is not that I am eager for the gift; rather, I am eager for the profit that accrues to your account. I have received full payment and I abound. I am very well supplied because of what I received from you through Epaphroditus, “a fragrant aroma,” an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. My God will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen. (Fil 4,10-20). Paul’s rule is everlasting. The Gospel must never be exposed to non-credibility by the behavior of missionaries. 

At that time, Jesus journeyed from one town and village to another, preaching and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. Accompanying him were the Twelve and some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and many others who provided for them out of their resources.

Jesus sends his Apostles into the world with this rule of life: “Do not take gold or silver or copper for your belts; no sack for the journey, or a second tunic, or sandals, or walking stick. The laborer deserves his keep” (Mt 10,9-10). Their Father who is in heaven will provide for their sustenance. When and for whom does the Father provide? For those who work daily for Him. The Father provides for Jesus because He goes from city to city and from village to village to preach and announce the good news of the kingdom of God. If the missionary of Jesus, his Apostle, is dedicated to his own things or things of the earth, instead of dealing with the Gospel to be announced to every people, the Father will not provide. It is not in His service. It is evangelical rules unchanging over the centuries. The Father provides on earth and rewards with eternal glory only those who work for Him and do everything according to His will, in obedience to Him. If the missionary and the disciple act from their heart, it is their heart that must reward them.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make that everything in us is from Our Father’s will.
